Key Historical Events in February
· Capture of Namur (Feb 2, 1944): The 4th Marine Division captured Namur and eight other islands in the Kwajalein Atoll, marking the first assault on islands held by the Japanese before WWII.
· The Sinking of the USS Maine (Feb 15, 1898): An explosion in Havana Harbor killed 28 Marines and 232 sailors. This event triggered the "Remember the Maine!" rally cry, leading to the Spanish-American War.
· Battle of Iwo Jima Begins (Feb 19, 1945): The 4th and 5th Marine Divisions landed on the volcanic sands of Iwo Jima. It became the most "savage and costly" battle in USMC history, aimed at securing airfields for B-29 bombers.
· First American to Orbit Earth (Feb 20, 1962):Marine Corps Lt. Col. John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth in the Friendship 7capsule.
· Raising the Flag on Mt. Suribachi (Feb 23, 1945): Marines secured the crest of Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Jima. The iconic photograph of the second flag raising became an enduring symbol of Marine resolve and the basis for the Marine Corps War Memorial.
· Operation Desert Storm Ground Assault (Feb 24, 1991): The I Marine Expeditionary Force began a massive ground offensive against Iraqi defenses. The operation concluded with a cease-fire on February 28, marking the largest Marine Corps operation in history with over 92,000 Marines involved.
· Recapture of Hue (Feb 1968): During the Tet Offensive, Marine battalions engaged in weeks of brutal house-to-house fighting to secure the provincial headquarters and city of Hue in South Vietnam. 
Honors & Observances
· African American History Month: The USMC honors the legacy of Montford Point Marines, the first Black Marines who served during WWII and paved the way for future leaders.
· Medal of Honor: On February 23, 1945, CWO4 Hershel “Woody” Williams performed the heroic actions with a flamethrower on Iwo Jima that earned him the Medal of Honor.
 
